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THE ARMOURY. 








The Design and Tendency of Entrodvucing Popish 
Symbols among Protestants, and of the 
@Araring of the Cross as an Ornament of 
the Person,” 


‘ That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 
by every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lay in wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, may grow up unto 
Him in all things, which is the head, even Christ.'—Zph. iv. 14, 15. 


Tue heading of this Essay will show at once that it is a dis- 
cussion of the nature and tendency of those innovations into the 
service of the Church of England which every Protestant or Roman 
Catholic knows have taken place in recent years. There are some 
persons, even good Protestants, or those who consider themselves 
such, and especially young people with a natural taste for the 
beautiful in art, who would deem this article ‘not worth reading,’ on 
account of this. They would consider it a controversy on certain 
points in public worship which are hardly worth while discussing. 
Besides, they think that good music, pretty flowers, nice processions, 
&c., add to the beauty of the service ; and what harm can they dot 
Why cannot a clergyman wear a pretty dress if he chooses, or turn his 
back to the congregation at communion without there being such a 
‘ fuss’ about it ? 

Again, see how hard-working these Ritualists and High Church 
people are, how many services they have, how good and attentive 
they are to the poor, how self-denying many of their congregations 
are! What a shame for so-called ‘fellow-Christians’ to ‘ persecute’ 
them as they do, and to talk of having ‘their guns loaded!’ What 
harm is being done ¢ 

These are the opinions which one constantly hears expressed with 
reference to ‘High Church’ practices and Ritualism, and they arise 
for the most part from ignorance, To such persons—and they seem 


* A friend of the Protestant Educational Institute, having offered a prize of 
£5 5s. to the members of its classes for the best essay on this subject, the follow- 
ing is the essay which obtained the prize. The writer is Mr. J. F. Heyes, a 
member of the Liverpool class, conducted by the Rev. Dr. Taylor. 
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to form a numerous class—I chiefly write. I wish to show that they 
are conscientiously, though ignorantly, adopting the doctrines of 
Ritualism, though under the idea that in so doing they are acting as 
good Christians and loyal Churchmen. If such will honour this little 
essay with a patient perusal, I think that they will be greatly sur- 
prised to find how mistaken they are in their ideas as to what con- 
stitutes loyalty, not only to their Bible, but to their Church. I can- 
not attempt to convince those who are firmly rooted in the views it 
opposes, for it is well known that it is the principle or practice of 
the Ritualistic party to take no notice of the attempts to expose their 
errors; and for sensible reasons. Like their party next door—I 
might say in the next room, for a very thin partition, sprinkled with 
the tears alike of ‘ Presbyter Anglicanus’ and Dr. Manning, and 
erected by the Papal authorities, whose consistency in this matter is 
to be admired, separates them from the head-quarters of Symbolism 
and Sacerdotalism ; like this party, they are pre-eminent for ignoring 
both fact and argument. 

Archbishop Sumner, in 184], said :— 

‘The divinity of the Oxford Tracts has been as completely refuted in 
all its parts, {as any erroneous opinions can ever be refuted; and it is a 
sign of the discretion, if not candour of the writers, to treat these answers 
generally, as if they had never been written.’ 

Bishop Musgrave complained of the devices of this party ‘to make 
the unwary and unlearned believe that all the weight of authority 
is on the side of those who maintain these errors, while a death-like 
silence is preserved on the unanswerable refutations which have 
appeared from many learned writers.’ (Charge, 1842.) This asser- 
tion remains true to this day. The defences of Ritualistic innova- 
tions are few and far between. But ‘ discretion is the better part 
of valour.’ 

Postures, movements, genuflexions, rich dresses, would not disturb 
our equanimity, nor extort our so decided protests, were it not that 
these outward things were symbolical of doctrines both un-Protestant 
and un-Scriptural, The design and tendency of these symbols is the 
object of the present essay to point out. luse the term Ritualism as 
synonymous with Symbolism. 

This is a controversy which has been forced upon us, and it is 
impossible to close our eyes to the fact that wide and irreconcilable 
differences prevail within the Church; and although we may cry 
aloud for peace, principles of the most vital character are involved in 
the controversy. 

Some people have gone so far as to say that ‘truth is never pro- 
moted by controversy ; but this idea displays singular ignorance of 
the manner in which, under God, truth has achieved its triumphs in 
the world. Look, first, of all for evidence in the Bible. Go to Mount 
Carmel, and see there the great controversy between Elijah and the 
priests of Baal. Did Elijah do wrong? 

Would such persons venture to censure our Lord for spending so 
much of His time in controversies with the Pharisees and Sadducees ? 
Was it a mistake of St. Paul to argue with the Stoics and Epi- 
cureans, and even with one Tyrannus, for the space of two years? 
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The same question might be asked of the primitive Christians and 
early Fathers of the Church, say Irenseus, Origen, and Augustine. 
Was the Reformation under Luther a huge blunder? Must we drop 
tears of sorrow over the works of Baxter, Barrow, Jeremy Taylor, 
Chillingworth, Jewell, and Calvin, because they destroyed the citadel of 
Romanism, piece by piece? No. Let us ever strive for the truth as 
it is in the plain written word of God. We must still ‘contend 
earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.’ Nor must we 
strive for the truth on merely personal grounds. To his own master 
every man stands or falls. True it is that systems and errors do not 
create themselves, but have all ultimately a personal origin ; neverthe- 
less, as many may innocently become victims, and it is wrong to judge 
motives, it is exceedingly desirable to restrict all discussions of this 
kind to principles. 

And here let me say that in our arguments we should have as our 
stand-point the word of God. The clergy, and most especially the 
Ritualistic clergy, are too fond of quoting what the ‘ Primitive Church’ 
taught or did. The expression itself is very elastic and indeterminate 
in meaning. Besides, the Primitive Church early fell into error. We 
have evidence of this from the Epistles. Cyprian and Chrysostom 
held unsound views with regard to justification. Lastly, there was 
no such thing as unity of interpretation among the ‘ early Fathers.’ 

The Ritualists instinctively fear this appeal to the Bible for their 
doctrines, rites, and ceremonies, and are as dismayed as Belshazzar 
when he saw the writing on the wall. Surely this ought to tell Pro- 
testants that all this Symbolism is based on a sandy foundation. And 
why do the Ritualists cry out against controversy and persecution ? 
Are they not quite sure that they are in possession of the truth? 
Are they afraid that controversy would rob them of their insecure 
faith? Do they prefer peace to principle? Would they suffer even 
the Gospel to incur discredit rather than imperil their worldly friend- 
ships? Would they discountenance the presentment of any truth 
which might require defence ? 

St. Paul says, in 2 Cor. xiii. 5, ‘ Examine yourselves whether ye 
be in the faith ; prove your own selves.’ 

St. John counsels us to ‘ believe not every spirit, but try the 
spirits whether they be of God.’ And our only way of doing this is 
by means of His written and revealed word, and not by custom, tra- 
dition, or logical arguments. 

The scope of the present essay is this, to give some account of the 
chief symbols which have been introduced among Protestants, for it 
is useless to talk about their design and tendency until we know what 
the symbols are, showing at the same time that they really are 
symbols denoting certain doctrines, and, after that, to display briefly, 
to the best of my ability, what the design and tendency is. I shall 
devote a separate part to an account of the use of the cross among 
Protestants, and why it should be discountenanced as an ornament of 
the person. 

In the first place I speak of Symbolism. This is the distinctive 
feature of Ritualism, for there is much embodied in that one word, as 
I shall show. It is a common mistake to suppose that all the new 
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forms and ceremonies introduced are merely for worshipping the Lord, 
in ‘the beauty of holiness.’ As this text is often triumphantly quoted 
by wxsthetic Churchmen, I here beg leave to remark, that if they turn 
to the passage in 2 Chron. xx. 21, they will see that the good king 
Jehoshaphat first ‘ consulted with the people.’ I feel pretty con- 
fident that there would have been no need of articles like the present 
if the Ritualists had first consulted the people of England. More 
titual is not the great want of the times. No one hears of converts 
to Ritualism; there are simply perverts. The desire of the age is 
towards simplicity in divine worship, and for intelligence and earnest- 
ness in preaching. 

The Prayer-Book, although one grows fonder and fonder of it 
the more it is read and understood, is in many places difficult to 
be comprehended by a layman of the ordinary stamp, much more 
by an uneducated labouring man. The Ritualists themselves, in 
‘The Church and the World’—an elaborated account of their system 
—acknowledge this, and ‘A Mission Priest’ gives a not very much 
overdrawn description of the endeavours of a collier to try and keep 
pace with the service. Surely this is fatal to more Ritual ! 

Last year, so distinguished a person as Mr. Gladstone tried hard, 
in an article in the Contemporary Review, to divest these symbols of 
their doctrinal signification, and pleaded therefore for their toleration 
under the implied threat of disestablishment. 

This, however, is simply ridiculous, in the face of the plain decla- 
ration of the President of the English Church Union, the Hon.C. L. 
Wood, who about the same time said,— 


‘It is idle to say this connexion of symbol with doctrine is not a 
necessary one, for who asserts it? The question is not whether this 
connexion is necessary in the abstract, but whether it practically exists in 
the present, and to that only one answer can be made. We value those 
symbols because they do mean certain things, and for that reason we do 
not mean to give them up.’ 


At the same meeting the following six symbols were declared to 
be essential : 

(1.) The Eastward Position. 

(2.) The Vestments. 

(3.) The Altar Lights. 

(4.) The Mixed Chalice. 

(5.) Unleavened Bread and Wafers. 

(6.) Incense. 

And these I shall presently describe separately. 

Thus, if a Protestant Churchman is asked, ‘ Is the Church of 
England worth preserving’ on the terms set down by Mr. Gladstone ? 
he can give but one reply —it is not. 

On page 330 of the Church and the World, I find the following :— 


Ritual is valuable only as the expression of doctrine, and as a most 
important means of teaching it, especially to the uneducated and the poor. 
It may be well therefore at this time to restate that great doctrine which 
is the true groundwork of the whole theory and practice of Church worship— 
the doctrine of the Eucharistic sacrifice.’ 
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All the above symbols are used in the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper—a term they strongly dislike, for evident reasons. 

Thus, it is worse than useless to declare the pretty pantomime at 
a Ritualistic church does not affect doctrine, for the Ritualists them- 
selves distinctly affirm that such is ‘valuable only as the expression 
of doctrine.’ 

From this we must infer that it is not valuable for deepening 
religious feeling, for showing more reverence to God, for honouring 
the usages of the ‘ Primitive Church,’ and so on. Thus the Ritualists 
contradict themselves. 

Eastward Position.—This phrase is euphemistical, for although it 
is the east which is generally faced by the Ritualistic priest, it is an 
accident, and not the essence of the position. The essential part in 
the position is that he should turn towards the altar, as he is offering 
a sacrifice. Ritualists, to be frank, should call it the altarwise, or 
sacrificial position. As proof, we read in the ‘ Ritual Reason 
Why ?— 

. ‘ Why is the priest to say the prayer of consecration standing before the 
tar ?’ 

‘ Because this is the position of a sacrificing priest.’ 


Dr. Pusey says :— 


‘The position of the celebrant is not a matter of mere dry law, but 
an expression of our faith,’ 


And :— 


‘The standing before the altar means the primitive doctrine of the 
Eucharistic sacrifice.’ 


This, in the face of the plain declaration of Scripture,—‘ Who 
needeth not daily as those high-priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for 
his own sins, and then for the people’s ; for this he cid once, when he 
offered up himself.’ 

The Eucharistic Vestment is the ‘chasuble’—a sort of ornamental 
cape. It is contended for by the Ritualists on the ground of its doc- 
trinal signification. 

The ‘ Directorium Anglicanum,’ which sets forth the doctrine and 
practice of Ritualism, defines it as ‘ the sacrificial vestment worn by 
the priest at the Holy Eucharist.’ According to Mr. Bennett, it is 
the proper dress of the ‘ sacrificing priest.’ 

This, and other popish symbols, are worn by clergy at present 
within the Established Church. The ‘chasuble’ is placed on the 
shoulders of the Romish priest at ordination with the words, ‘ Accipe 
vestem sacerdotalem.’ An historical and legal survey of these two 
symbols has declared them illegal in the Church of England. Why 
should they find supporters, apologists, and even advocates of the 
High Church party who declare themselves faithful to the Rubrics, 
when they are avowedly emblems of that blasphemous fable the 
‘Mass,’ which idolatry our Church declares should be ‘ abhorred by 
all faithful Christians ?” 

Before the ‘ Altar’ of the Ritualistic Church stands the priest, 
arrayed in the sacrificial vestments, the chasuble, albe, cope, &c. On 
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each side of him, similarly attired, are two assistant priests, the 
‘Epistoller’ and ‘Gospeller,’ bowing and kneeling before the Altar 
where a large cross is conspicuous. Two acolytes bowing and kneel- 
ing on the steps below wave their ‘thuribles,’ in which incense is 
burning, towards the priests, their books, and the congregation. A 
symbolic odour diffuses itself through the church, when the congre- 
gation kneel. Solemn and tender music denotes that the bread and 
wine on the altar are ceasing to be mere bread and wine. ‘Those 
present at the Eucharistic sacrifice without communicating,’ besides 
praying for the ‘ faithful departed,’ are taught the Act of Adoration :— 

‘T adore thee, O Lord Jesu, I adore Thy body, Thy soul, Thy divinity, 
Thy flesh, and Thy blood, truly present in this sacrament.’ 


At the symbolic ‘elevation of the Host,’ the prayer to be uttered 
is : 


‘Hail eternally, most sacred flesh of Christ, to me before all and above 


all, sweetness supreme, I adore Thee, O Body of my Lord Jesus Christ, 


once crucified for me, and now daily sacrificed on Thine altars: blessed be 
Thy \ Name ! , 

‘I adore Thee, O blood of Jesus, once shed for me and now daily sacri- 
ficed on Thine altars; blood that washeth away all our sins, cleanse, sanctify, 
and preserve our souls to eternal life.’ 


The Altar Lights represent the descent of the Holy Ghost in the 
form of fiery tongues, and His descent is expected to take place then 
and there. 

The Vestments worn are of different colours at different times: 
white on the anniversaries of saints who did not die martyrs, red on 
the anniversaries of those who did, violet in times of penance, and 
black on Good Friday. 

The Albe represents the white robe our Saviour wore on being sent 
back to Pilate by Herod. 

The Cincture is the Cord which bound our Saviour to the Cross. 

The Stole, the manner in which he was fastened to the Cross. 

The Stone Altar represents the Rock of Ages. 

The Crucifix symbolises the doctrine of the Atonement, and 
teaches that it is still going on. The noses of the sensuous wor- 
shippers are tickled by the burning of a mixture of cascarilla, 
benzoin, styrax, Burgundy pitch, musk, and burnt sugar; their 
eyes are charmed with a grand spectacle, beautiful dresses, rich 
processions, and floral effects ; the ear drinks in delicious music, and 
thus religion is played with. 

But beautiful colours, dramatic genuflexions, and very rich 
music, do not necessarily increase and deepen true religious 
feeling. There may even be an entire absence of it. Most of 
us can call to mind deep impressions derived from beautiful sights 
or harmonious sounds which had nothing to do with spiritual 
worship. Our Saviour has told us that ‘God is a spirit, and they 
that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.’ (St. John, 
iv. 24.) 

Must we make religion an amusement and a fashion? Doubtless 
Ritualism is a charming religion for those who have none, but it is 
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only a hollow sham, and a parody on sacred realities : it may do very 
well for the London season, but will it do for the hour of death and 
the day of judgment ? 


And now, having given some idea of the nature of the symbolism 
at present practised by professing ‘Churchmen,’ I proceed to speak of 
its designs and tendencies, for thoughtful people look to the future. 
The motto of the Ritualists is ‘CresciT 1NDULGENS.’ 

Let me say, in beginning, that the earliest plan of the Ritualists 
about 40 years ago, when Dr. Pusey started his system, was to try 
and convince people of the truth of Romish dogmas which had been 
long cast aside by the Church, and then expect them to conform to 
the ceremonies. This, however, was a failure : the intellect and con- 
science of the English people revolted against it. The new plan is to 
begin at the other end, with the ceremonies, and through the senses to 
get at the intellect, conscience, and heart of the people. Young men 
and women are captivated by fine music, gorgeous ceremonials, rich 
and variegated dress, which, whether at a ball, opera, or Ritualistic 
Church, attract. How well this has succeeded we most of us know. 
The Ritualists boast of it. Archdeacon Denison says :— 

‘In two or three years the ritual has done as much as, or more than, 
the teaching has done in five-and-twenty.’ 

With reference to the designs of this symbolism my first assertion 
is that it aims at destroying all the doctrinal purity of the Scriptures, 
and especially the Gospel. 

Our first question as Protestant Churchmen is :—‘ Does high 
ritual accord with the letter and spirit of the New Testament?’ If 
it does, we are bound, as Protestants, to accept it. As Churchmen we 
must remember what our Articles say :— 


‘Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation: so that 
whatsoever is not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be 
required of any man that it should be believed as an article of the faith, 
or be thought requisite or necessiry to salvation.’—Art. vi. 


And again :— 


‘It is not lawful for the Church to ordain anything contrary to God's 
word written .... Wherefore, although the Church be a witness and 
keeper of holy Writ, yet, as it ought not to decree anything against the same, 
so besides the same ought it not to enforce anything to be believed for 
necessity of salvation.’— Art. xx. 


These words are very plain, and to these Articles all ministers of 
the Established Church have subscribed their names, and solemnly 
declared their assent at their ordination. 

The fifth canon also says :— 

‘Whosoever shall hereafter affirm that any of the nine-and-thirty 
articles agreed upon by the archbishops and bishops of both provinces, and 
the whole clergy in the convocation holden in London, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand five hundred and sixty-two, are in any part superstitious 
or erroneous, or such as he may not with a good conscience subscribe unto, 
let him be excommunicated Soe fatto, and not restored but only by the 


archbishop after his repentance and publick revocation of such of his wicked 
elrors.” 
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In the Old Testament, the Book of Leviticus is sometimes quoted 
by the Ritualists in favour of their symbols, but it decides it in the 
negative. The Ritualists (for instance in Mr. M‘Coll’s work) look at 
the fact of its existence partially. 

The fact that religious truth taught by Moses was truth taught 
by God is not more certain than that the observances enjoined by the 
Hebrew legislature in Leviticus were enjoined by God. We ‘must 
concede that Ritualism to such a people must have been appro- 
priate. 

The function of magistrate and priest under the Mosaic dispen- 
sation was purely administrative. All the ritual was by direct and 
strict command of God, even to the composition of the incense (see 
Ex. xxx. 34, &c.), ‘And Nadab and Abihu were slain by “ fire from the 
Lord” for offering “strange fire.”’ Now-a-days, instead of the incense 
being made according to God’s prescription, it is varied according to 
the fancy of celebrant or chemist ; instead of being burnt by a 
divinely appointed priest, it is swung about by a boy in his teens ; 
instead of being lighted by fire from heaven, it is lighted by a 
lucifer. 

The Divine Being changes not. God would have given us a 
similar book to Leviticus had we needed it. But with the clearer 
light of the Gospel all necessity for teaching men with symbols and 
pictures like children, had passed away. God revealed His truth to 
men progressively. Symbols were superseded as the realities came, 
It is the design and purport of the Epistle to the Hebrews to teach 
us this in clear and inspired language. It is difficult to understand 
how any intelligent and honest person can thoughtfully read this 
Epistle, and yet contend for these symbols. Can the symbolists show 
that we English in the 19th century are similarly placed to the Old 
Testament Jews, and can they prove that they have a divinely 
appointed ritual 4 

The direct teaching of the New Testament against symbolism is 
very clear. Read the ‘teaching of our Lord in John, iv, 19-24, ‘God 
isa Spirit, and they that worship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth.’ Is this language to be expected, humanly speaking, 
from a Jew, and from the Messiah? What must we infer? That the 
local has given place to the universal, and the ritual to the spiritual, 
in the new and better covenant. 

Our Blessed Lord taught both by example and precept, yet it is 
remarkable how rarely we find Him conforming to any matter of pure 
ritual. Moreover He declared that ‘the hour cometh, and now is, when 
the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth, 
for the Father seeketh such to worship him.’—John, iv. 23. 

Who can imagine our Saviour taking part in such Popish pageant- 
ries as are now presented to us by men who would be thought emi- 
nently reverential and Christian in their doings? Our Lord spoke 
much against the Ritualists of that period. 

How significant is the large space given to the exposure of Ritual- 
istic errors of the Pharisees and Scribes in the brief golden words of 
the Gospel :— 

‘All their works they do to be seen of men; they make broad 
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their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their garments.’ It is 
continually, ‘Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites.’ ‘Ye 
serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation 
of hell?’ (Matt. xxiii.)’ What strong language for the gentle Saviour 
to use against men who were so careful to do all the works of the 
law, even to tithing their ‘ mint, anise, and cummin !’ 

But our Lord knew that the sin of the Pharisees had been a beset- 
ting sin of human nature, and would remain so through many centuries 
to come, 

‘Beware of false prophets which come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravening wolves.’ (Mark, vii. 15.) 

On no other ground can we understand why this Pharisee occurs 
in the Gospel narrative so often. But students of history know that 
it occupies the same type and space in the Church history of the last 
eighteen hundred years, 

Compare the accounts of our Lord’s instituted rites of baptism, 
and the Lord’s Supper, with the performance of a Ritualistic priest, 
whilst celebrating them. In looking on the latter, one instinctively 
thinks of what took place in Samaria a long time ago: ‘There was a 
certain man called Simon, which beforetime in the same city, used 
sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out that himself 
was some great one, to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the 
greatest, saying; This man is the great power of God. And to him 
they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them 
with sorceries.’ (Acts, viii. 9-11.) 

St. Paul tells us that his ideas of Ritual were ‘received of the 
Lord.’ He did not attempt (like many since) to draw men off from 
their own rituals, either Jewish or Pagan, by inventing new ones. 
And yet, according to the Ritualists, this is what he should have 
done. 

Can Ritualists prove their doctrinal ceremonies, either from the 
Epistle to the Galatians or Ist Corinthians? Thus Ritualism aims at 
destroying the doctrinal purity of the Scriptures. 

In the present essay I need not go much into particular doctrines ; 
but I have shown the general tone of the Scriptures on the subject of 
Ritualism. In Ritualism, too, the doctrinal purity of the Gospel is 
entirely lost. In addition to what I have stated, I will give for com- 
parison the statements of the Ritualists and Romanists on Sacramen- 
talism, for this is the grand corruption and adulteration of the Gospel 
of Christ. I have already shown that the ‘Real Presence’ is taught 
by the Ritualists. The statements of Mr, Orby Shipley are very 
clear :— 

‘The question is, how can I individually place myself in possession of 
those ee gifts and graces which counteract sin? I answer at 
once, and without hesitation, by placing ourselves in accord with the sacra- 
mental system of the Catholic Church.’ 

‘It is by means of the sacraments only that the precious blood of Jesus 
is applied to our particular and individual souls; that incorporation with 
the Godhead is extended to each member of the Church.’ 

‘There are seven sacraments and personal extensions of the incarnation 
of God—baptism, confirmation, eucharist, marriage, orders, penance, and 
extreme unction,’ 
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‘The Catholic faith, I will say, is a religion of sacraments. It is a 
faith of which the beginning is sacramental, the middle is sacramental, and 
the close is sacramental. Not a single step can be taken in the supernatural 
life without the co-operation of sacraments.’—Sermons on Sin. 


This is what the Church of Rome teaches :— 


‘The most holy sacraments of the Church, through which’ all true 
justice begins, or being begun is increased, or being lost is repaired.’ 

‘If any one saith that the sacraments are not necessary to salvation, but 
superfluous, and that without them, or without the desire thereof, men 
obtain of God through faith alone, the grace of justification, let him be 
anathema, —Couneil of Trent. 

And this is what St. Paul says :-— 

‘Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.’ (Rom. v. 1.) ‘For by grace are ye saved 
through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God: Not 
of works, lest any man should boast.’ (Eph. ii. 8, 9.) 

Here, indeed, I might stop when Protestants are convinced that 
the doctrines of Ritualism are thus in accord with the Church of 
Rome, and utterly contrary to the plain statements of God’s word. 

But I have yet to show, though more briefly, other designs and 
tendencies of this symbolism. 

In the second place, this symbolism aims at destroying Protestant- 
ism and undoing the work of the glorious Reformation. Here is the 
plain language of the Ritualists themselves: so there is no need for 
argument :— 

‘ Protestantism has produced all the heresy, and schism, and infidelity of 
the last three hundred years, from Martin Luther to Joe Smith.’— The 
Church and the World, p. 190. 

Again :— 

‘Our place is appointed us among Protestants, and in a communion 


deeply tainted in its practical system by Protestant Heresy ; but our duty is 
the expulsion of the evil, and not flight from it.’—Page 237. 


And again :— 


‘T have known many Protestants become Catholics by a slow growth in 
grace and earnestness ; but I never knew a devout Catholic become a Pro- 
testant without there being something radically wrong, followed by a 
general deterioration of the spiritual life.—Page 245. 


Of course it is not the word Protestantism which is so hateful, 
but the doctrines which as an historic designation it expresses and 
enshrines. 

The Church Times said that the liberties of the Church of Eng- 
land were secure until they were ‘ overthrown by the black treason of 
that great apostate Cranmer.’ 

This is the language the Ritualists use with respect to the greatest, 
most blessed event that ever happened to this country. Though in 
the church of Ridley, Latimer, and Cranmer, they are plainly not of 
it. 

What are true and genuine sons of the Reformation to do under 
the circumstances? Are they to prepare thumbscrews, racks, and 
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stakes, or are they to use bludgeons, brickbats, and bigoted mobs ? 
Are we to stand quietly by whilst, to use Dr. Pusey’s smile, bulbs are 
being planted which will assuredly bring forth flowers ? 

What says the Church, whose Articles we accept because they are 
‘agreeable to God’s Word ?’— 


‘It appertaineth to the discipline of the Church, that inquiry be made of 
evil Ministers, and that they be accused by those that have knowledge of 
their offences ; and finally, being found guilty by just judgment, be deposed.’ 
—Art. xxvi. 

Why then should peaceful Churchmen object to the existence or 
support of the ‘Church Association ;’ and why should the Bishop of 
Peterborough, with more wit than truth, call that Association before 
the House of Lords ‘a persecution society with a limited liability.’ 
But he was fully answered by the Bishop of Bath and Wells, whose 
words deserve to be remembered :— 

‘ Persecution is indeed a vile and odious thing, equally unworthy of a free 
state or a pure Church; but to bring in the aid of the law to prevent an 
authorized expounder of the Church’s doctrines, one invested with power to 
speak in the Church’s name, from using that power for the overthrowing of 
the Church’s doctrine, this surely is not persecution, but justice in her simplest 
form. No community, however free from state control, can allow its minis- 
ters to give the lie to its own doctrines which they are employed to pro- 
pagate ; much less can a National Church, endowed with large revenues, 
and set in place of power and dignity, allow those who share in these ad- 
vantages to contradict her teaching, and act in opposition to her laws. The 
firm repression of such acts is not persecution, but a vindication of truth and 
law, without which no community can exist.’ 

These quotations, with what I have stated before, will I think 
settle decisively the question of ‘ persecution.’ 

The third design of Ritualism may naturally be expected from 
the second. Symbolism aims at restoring the doctrines and principles 
of Romanism. 

It is useless for some Ritualists to deny this, and talk about 
Catholic reunions and such like. Rome never will give up one jot or 
tittle of her doctrines, decrees, and ceremonies. She only now and 
then tacks on a few to her already long list, such as the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception and the decree of Papal Infallibility. Those 
so called Anglo-Catholics who hold the notion of this unity with 
Rome to form one grand Universal Church should get rid of it as 
soon as possible. Some time ago, I believe 198 ‘ Anglo-Catholics’ 

‘made an application to the Pope to be recognised as part of the 
‘Holy Catholic Church.’ The reply of the able Cardinal Patrizzi to 
this was papally characteristic, and one which might have been 
expected by anyone who had studied the history of the Papacy. 

The Syllabus (Sec. iii. 17) declares affirmatively that ‘ the eternal 
salvation of any out of the true Church of Christ is not even to be 
hoped for!’ Patrizzi’s reply was substantially this :—‘ Gentlemen, 
you are heathens, but when you have been re-baptized, re-ordained, 
re-consecrated, then, and not till then, can we receive you into com- 
munion with the true Church,’ 

One of the leading doctrines of the Romish Church is the Mass. 
The fifth Article of the Creed of Pope Pius IV. says :— 
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‘I profess likewise that in the Mass there is offered to God a true, 
proper, and gt ysten J sacrifice for the living and for the dead, And that 
in the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist, there are truly, really, and 
substantially the body and blood, together with the soul and divinity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; and that there is made a conversion of the whole sub- 
stance of the bread into the body, and of the whole substance of the wine into 
the blood; which conversion the Catholic Church calls transubstantiation,’ 


This is what Archdeacon Denison says :— 


* His (¢.e. Christ’s) Body and Blood are really present in the Holy Eu- 
charist under the form of Bread and Wine, ¢.e. present things—though they 
be present after a manner ineffable, incomprehensible by man, and not cog- 
nisable by the senses,’ 

Again :— 


‘ By virtue of consecration the Body and Blood of our Saviour, Christ, 
are present really and truly, but spiritually and ineffably under the form of 
bread and wine.’—Declaration of twenty-one Priests. 


The Ritualists carefully avoid the word transubstantiation, for 
they try to retain both the doctrine and their livings. (See the 
twenty-eighth article of our Church on Transubstantiation.) 

This is what the Church Times says :-— 

‘It is perfectly true that in the case of the Ritualists, it is the Mass 
which is bee celebrated,’ 


Again, in Oct. 23rd, 1874, the same paper says :— 


‘If the Eucharist is really the great Sacrifice that taketh away the sins of 
the world, the due celebration of a single mass is of infinitely greater conse- 
quence than a hundred general elections, or the liquidation of a hundred 
national debts. Priests say they, do not use the chasuble because it offends 
the well-meant prejudices of some of their people. Why are these peo- 

le offended? Simply as a matter of taste or fancy P Certainly not; but 
ecause they do not believe in the Sacrifice of the Mass.’ 


Now let us hear the statements of Roman Catholics themselves. 
Surely they ought to be the best judges of a ‘good Catholic !’ 

The Weekly Register, one of their organs, says, a8 long ago as 
1868 :— 


* We learn with no small pleasure that during the past week several con- 
verts of note have been formally received into the Catholic Church. One 
of them is a well-known curate of a still better-known Ritualistic incumbent 
of the Anglican establishment in the West of England. . . . All these are, 
or rather were, of the ultra-ritualistic school, and the very strongest mea- 
sures have been resorted to in more than one instance to prevent the parties 
carrying out their intentions. Being strong we are merciful, but we could 
unfold a tale most discreditable to two, if not three, Ritualistic clergymen 
in connexion with these conversions. It is curious to see how angry men 
get when their hearers follow out the logic of their teaching.’ 


On March 9th, 1867, the Weekly Register had said :— 


‘ Ritualism is still going on, its vigour not decreased in the least ; and it 
no doubt will progress until the day when High Mass will once more be sung 
in Westminster Abbey.’ 

Lest the last two statements should be called ‘mere newspaper 
twaddle,’ 1 give the words of Dr. Manning to show the Romeward 
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tendency of Ritualism. In addressing a numerous body of priests at 
Leeds he said :— 

‘It was because so large a number of the clergy of the Established Church 
had taken out of the hands of the Catholic clergy the labour of contendin 
about the doctrines to which he had referred,’ viz. transubstantiation cal 
invocation. And he added, ‘The Catholics had been left to the much more 
happy and peaceful task of reaping the fields,’ 


Is not this a severe sentence? High, low, and broad Churchmen, 
cannot we say as Englishmen :— 


‘ Pudet hee opprobria nobis 
Et dici potuisse, et non potuisse refelle,’ 


(Zo be continued.) 





Politics and Religion in Belgium. 


We beg to call the special attention of our readers to the import- 
ant statement contained in the following communication : 

‘The mournful pageant of the Inquisition has twice this week 
been drawn through the streets of Ghent with the brighter cars which 
help to compose the procession of the Pacification. I have only heard, 
however, of one case of active opposition to the procession, and that 
was the speaking of insulting words by the three young men, who 
were speedily silenced by the expostulations of others. The officials 
of the city minimise the fear of any disturbance, and, indeed, dis- 
turbance would reflect upon their prudence in celebrating the anni- 
versary of the Pacification by provocatory emblems. Some of those 
who came in to see the cortége on Tuesday from the outlying manu- 
facturing districts anticipate, however, a counter demonstration on 
the last day of the /éte (Sunday, the 10th), because on that day 
peasants and other strangers may come in. Should any such event 
arise, you shall have intelligence of it. 

‘In the meantime it is worth while to devote some attention to 
the strained condition of public feeling in Belgium to which a grave 
issue is possible. Our illustrations of the actual position may as well 
be taken from Ghent and its neighbourhood as from any other place. 
The pretensions of the Roman Catholic Church as it exists at present 
have excited terror for the future in the minds of many Catholics and 
others belonging to the educated class. As the tendency of the 
power of the Church is to augment, they fear in the future the sup- 
pression of the freedom of speech, and even of the freedom of action, 
with which religious bigotry is identified. The chiefs of the eccle- 
siastical hierarchy have not hesitated to declare that tolerance of 
error is incompatible with the tenure of power by those who know 
themselves to be in possession of the truth. “It is our duty,” re- 
cently said one of the most distinguished Professors at Louvain, “to 
invite the aid of the civil power for the suppression of error.” The 
Ultramontane papers are urging the present Clerical Ministry to take 
active measures in this direction. Some of the Liberals would be 
inclined to seek relief in closer union with the Northern Provinces of 
the Netherlands, like that established by the Congress of Vienna, and 
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ruptured by the Revolution of 1830. The Dutch, however, are by 
no means anxious to reinforce their own Ultramontane party, or to 
risk sharing in the evils which Belgium suffers. The Liberals trust 
with more confidence to the reaction which violent measures would 
bring about. M. Malon is wiser than many of his supporters, and the 
Central Government does not attempt any violence. 

‘ The principal evils actually suffered are those connected with 
the education of the young. They are, at the same time, the most 
threatening signs for the future. The power of the Bishops in the 
Legislative Assembly is sufficiently great. Members know to whom 
they are indebted for their seats. The curé leading a troop of peasants 
to the poll is a familiar figure in Belgian elections. The certainty 
that the disobedient parishioner will lose custom, the farm he holds, 
or his social standing ; the influence of the women of the family, the 
fear of being mentioned from the pulpit or of incurring the stigma of 
public refusal of the Sacrament,—these are the means of coercing the 
men who do not willingly assume and rejoice in the yoke of the sa- 
cerdotal supremacy. The Bishop of Liége this year formally laid his 
interdict upon every elector who should take part in nominating a 
Liberal candidate. The power of the Ultramontane party in the 
country communes is less temperately exercised than in the Legis- 
lative Assembly. The zeal of the Communal Councils is moderated 
by association with representatives from more Liberal districts. To 
the council of the Commune is left the business of providing for edu- 
cation, but it is not compelled to institute instruction if free school 
accommodation already exists. When the Ultramontane party have 
acquired a majority in the Communal Council, they abolish the lay 
communal schools which previously existed, and dismiss the masters. 
At the same time new schools are established which may, under 
certain conditions and with the authorization of the Ministry, receive 
grants of public money. In other cases they are entirely supported 
by the private wealth which the clergy are allowed to dispense. In 
these new schools it will be readily understood what colour is given 
to the instruction. The Commune saves the expense of a school, 
but it obtains a school such as the Danai choose to give it. In the 
lay communal schools the priest has the right of inspection and of 
giving religious instruction. That, however, is not enough. The 
clerical schools are in most cases entirely officered and taught by 
friars or nuns, many of them not even Belgians, but often French- 
men, or members of the Order of Jesus expelled from Germany. At 
Termonde, a country town between Ghent and Mechlin, familiar to 
the readers of “ Tristram Shandy,” now enriched by manufactures for 
which English billy-boys bring the raw material from the Thames, 
the Ultramontane party gained a majority in the Communal Council 
at the last election. The result was the destruction of a middle-class 
school, of which the Commune was very proud, and the dismissal of, 
among others, a music-master, under whose direction the village choir 
had gained the first prize in the musical contest at Brussels. The 
commercial party at Termonde was rich enough to establish another 
school of its own ; but other communes have not those resources, and 
the parents who are in the minority are obliged to submit their 
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children to a method of instruction which they regard as worse than 
inadequate. The result is that the teaching of the young falls to a 
very great extent into the hands of the priests. A society, called 
Avenir, is at present collecting subscriptions to re-establish efficient 
laical schools in the communes in which they have been abolished. 
About ten schools have been established by the Society. But at 
present the ecclesiastical party has decidedly the advantage. It 
possesses immense wealth, and the devoted services of celibates, with 
no ambition but for their order. 

‘The old and still important city of Bruges is among the com- 
munes which, at the last elections, passed under the power of the 
Ultramontane party, and here, also, the communal school has been 
shut up. The influence upon education which the Roman Catholic 
Church has been steadily regaining already tells upon the higher 
professions. Twenty years ago undergraduates and young barristers 
were usually Liberals of a pronounced type. At present Louvain 
is the most popular University in the country, and it is Jesuit in 
tone as well as in its government. There are large numbers of 
Ultramontanes at the other Universities and in the junior Bar. The 
Professors at the Royal Universities (Ghent and Liége), having been 
appointed by the late Government, are Liberals. At Ghent a pro- 
fessor of history was found who ventured recently to write and speak 
truthfully on the subject of the Inquisition. The Ultramontane 
papers are already clamorous for his dismissal. The clerical influence 
upon female education is much greater than upon the education of 
males. It may almost be said that the whole of the education of 
girls in Belgium is in the hands of the Church. The upper class 
send their children to convents. The lower class of girls are in- 
structed in day svhools by sisters of several religious orders. That 
there may be no competition with the Church, the services of a 
priest for confessing and teaching the pupils have been refused to 
respectable ladies who wished to establish a private school. The 
education which is given is miserably inefficient from a secular point 
of view. Half the population of Belgium cannot read or write. 

‘The tutelage exercised by the Roman Catholic clergy is not 
entirely confined to the young. I have already spoken of the pea- 
sants brought up in a compact mass to the poll. A peculiarly 
unpleasant form of interference with personal freedom is that kind 
of priestly surveillance which prescribes what a parishioner shall 
read, The difficulties in procuring the Bible in Catholic countries 
are well known. Intolerance in Belgium extends to the exclusion of 
the daily papers. A story is told of a priest who obtains information 
that the Liberal newspaper is to be read at a certain hour at a 
certain café. He goes there with his breviary and marches up and 
down. No one ventures to put in an appearance. It is a fact that 
the Ultramontane papers are advocating the publication of the list 
of subscribers to particular journals, without disguising their expec- 
tation that injury will be done by such publication to the Liberal 
papers, whose country readers will in many cases find it inconvenient 
to figure prominently in certain lists. It is a fact (Count Goblet 
d’Alviella tells the story himself) that when M. d’Alviella, on writing 
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some letters‘from India to the Jndépendance, as its Special Corre- 
spondent, a lady belonging to his family who wished to read the 
letters had to avoid the infamy of subscribing to so free-thinking a 
journal by getting a less orthodox person to send her weekly cuttings 
of the letters from the paper. The same gentleman relates, as an 
actual occurrence, a remarkable anecdote of a dealer in colza oil of 
Ypres. This merchant reveived from his priest the order to cease 
subscribing to the Précurseur, a commercial and political sheet pub- 
lished at Antwerp. He answered that it was the only paper which 
gave him the information he required on the state of the market 
for his particular commodity. ‘‘ Never mind,” was the reply, “ order 
your journal to be sent to me, and I will forward to you every day 
the commercial portion of the paper.” 

‘Manufacturing and commercial city as it is, Ghent is full ofcon- 
vents. Among the male orders established in the city there are 
Augustines, barefoot Carmelite Friars, Dominicans, Brothers of 
Charity (seven communities, containing altogether about 100 per- 
sons), Brothers of the Christian Schools, of St. Jean-de-Dieu, of Our 
Lady of Mercy, Jesuits (two communities), Récollects (two commu- 
nities). Among the female Orders the Béguines (two communities 
and 1100 persons), Carmelites, Ladies of Christian Instruction, 
Filles de la Charité, Sisters of Charity, Sisters of Charity of Jesus 
and Mary (three communities), Sisters of the Infancy of Jesus, of the 
Visitation of St. Mary (two communities), of Providence, of Notre 
Dame, of St. Vincent de Paul (four communities and 80 persons), of 
the Sacré Coeur de Marie, Sceurs Hospitaliéres, Sceurs Joséphines (or 
Spinerssen), Black Nuns. The whole number of members of these 
orders in East Flanders in 1866 was 3883 persons, and a considerable 
increase is thought to have since occurred. The new Béguinage, 
with 700 inmates, stands just outside the Antwerp gate of Ghent. It 
is the principal establishment of the kind in Belgium, where there 
are 6000 Béguines. The old Béguinage, so well known to English 
visitors, is now occupied for shops and private families, the trustees 
of the municipal charities to whom the site of the old building be- 
longed, having found more profitable tenants than the Béguines. 
The new building is much less picturesque than the old, which, 
with its walls, its gates, its moat, and bridge, presented the appear- 
ance of a medieval city. But it is sufficiently interesting to see the 
Sisters collected together in their black robes and white veils for 
Evensong, and to see them flitting thus like ghosts into their chapel. 
They pass their time in the Béguinage occupied chiefly in prayer 
and needlework. They may leave when they desire it, for they are 
bound by no vow. The richer Sisters have a house to themselves, 
which is named after some Saint—St. Ursula, St. Alexius, or another. 
The poorer Sisters dwell together in one of the convents to be found 
within the precincts of the Béguinage. For the most part they be- 
long to the families of the wealthier peasants, and many maintain 
themselves by making lace or by other work. There is another 
institution which forms a still more striking contrast to the com- 
mercial and scientific spirit to which Belgium owes its riches and 
importance. I allude to the recently instituted system of pilgrim- 
ages to Lourdes, in Flanders.’—7Zimes : Special Correspondent. 
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Swainson, W. ‘ .§ 02 6 M ‘Vicar, R. & A. . 05 0 
Sherson, Mrs, .. + 010 0 Rossborough, H . 0 5 © | SRanang, per Mr. J. Todd :— 

L i tenes Gg. ; come B-@ 
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Bevan, FPA... 220) Livingston, R "026 Smyth, W. ad oO: 8 0 
— BL 110) Mathers, R. 026 Trimble, J. - - © 5 O 

wn, G. 010 6 |  Mchaffy, W. 026 ‘ 
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c.8. F M Give co : | Scurr, Miss... - 05 0 
” onation MAGH, Mr. J. Todd :-- Smith, B. = + 010 0 
Currie, Mrs. 05 0) be ia R 10 Tyzack, Mrs. .. ee oe 
Davia, Miss 100 erguson, R. .. 0 | ‘Tyzack, Miss 1. .. 010 6 
ickson, J. 010 6 | F 
oes: 2 19 @ | Penna (additional), per x. 0. | Waites J, ¢c: 
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Ellis, H. 010 6 Cumpston, J. H. -- © 5 © | Winpermernz, per Mr. C. A. 
Fenwick, J. 1, @ Dowker, Miss .. + 010 0 Gore :— 
Fish, W. D. 010 0 Pritt, Mrs. jimh ee Heywood, A. H oo Ee: @ 
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ROMANISM AS IT RULES IN IRELAND. 
Cloth new. Two vols. (Was published ut 1/. 4s.) 
. LAWS OF THE PAPACY. : 
Cloth new. (Was published at 6s.) 
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By JAMES LORD, 


OF THE INNER TEMPLE, ESQ., BARRISTER-AT-LAW, F.S.A., F.R.H.S., F.S.S. 
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FIRST LORD OF THE TREASURY, &e. &c. 


With Remarks on Spiritual and Temporal Power. 


By JAMES LORD (of the Inner Temple), Esq., Barrister-at-Law, F.S.A. F.R.H.S 





Third Thousand. Price ls. Post free. 
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